MALE adult. At birth a small opening was noticed at the lower part of the bridge of the nose. As long as the patient can remember, a slight secretion could be squeezed out on pressure. During the last two or three years an inflammatory swelling has occurred intermittently over the bridge of the nose which appears to be due to retention of the secretion. Opinions are invited with regard to treatment.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. KELSON: I have had two similar cases: one a girl, whom I showed in 1904, whose photograph I now exhibit. Both the cases were very obstinate, and both were operated upon several times. One finally healed, but the other disappeared from my view. I expect Mr. Tod will find some difficulty in this case. Fortunately his patient is a man, to whom the question of afterappearance is not so vital as to a female.
Mr. RoSE: I have had one such case. Before I saw the patient for the first time, the external opening had been closed by a previous operation. A cyst had formed, converting the end of the nose into what looked like a red cherry. On opening the cyst, pus and clear glairy fluid exuded. The pressure of the cyst had caused absorption of part of the nasal bones and a considerable area of the triangular cartilage. I tried several times to destroy the lining of the cyst: it could not be dissected out without removing a considerable part of the external skin of the nose. It was scraped on several occasions and various caustics were applied, but when the opening was allowed to close the swelling returned and burst or had to be opened. The most recent efforts have taken the form of electrical treatment-rather powerful ionization. Recently I heard that the fistula is now closed and that there is no sign of recurrence. To rely upon scraping is, in my experience, unfavourable.
Mr. HUNTER TOD (in reply): I brought the case because I foresaw difficulties. I consider this is a true congenital cyst of the nose, owing to lack of fusion of the globular processes with the fronto-nasal process. The patient complained bitterly because his nose swelled up at intervals and was unsightly. I told him that operation probably would be successful, but might be a failure, and therefore he should himself decide whether he would submit to it or not. I am indebted to Mr. Rose for his op;nion.
